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PUBLICATIONS SUPPLEMENT TO NLM NEWS

A special issue of the NLM News
(Publications Supplement, December
1972) has been sent to all News
subscribers. The Supplement con-
tains lists of NLM publications

that are offered for sale, guide-
lines for ordering publications from
the Government Printing Office, and
a new procedure for handling com-
plaints about sales and subscription
problems. Also included are an
advance order form for the 1972
Cumulated Index Medicus and a newly
designed form for claiming publica-
tions ordered from GPO.

Additional copies of the Publications
Supplement are available from the
Office of Public Information, NLM.

TYMSHARE
NUMBERS

MEDLINE
GREETING

MAIL
WAITING

DATA BASE
ERRORS

MEDLINE NEWS BRIEFS
Leonard J. Bahlman
MEDLARS Management Section, NLM

The 10 character per second Denver, Colorado Tymshare number
(303/399-7471) used to access MEDLINE has been discontinued.

A Y

The "Greeting' message received after login to MEDLINE now
includes the status of the MEDLINE and SDILINE data bases,
e.g. ....NOW CONTAIN FEB. 1973 DATA.

If you receive the message MAIL WAITING after logging in to the
Tymshare News Files, please notify MEDLARS Management Section,

as mail meant for MMS may have been sent to one of the other
user names by mistake.

When reporting data base errors to MEDLARS Management Section,
pPlease give the following information for each incorrect or
duplicate citation:

1. Data base in which error was found

2. Author of article

3. Title of article

4. Source (journal, volume, pages, month, and year)
If you receive the message ENTRY XXXXX (number) CONTAINS AN
ERROR AND CANNOT BE PRINTED, please report that Entry
Number to MEDLARS Management Section.

2.



LIBRARY NETWORK/MEDLARS TECHNICAL BULLETIN - JANUARY 1973 Page 3

MEDLINE The general news which users receive after login to the Tymshare
'"NEWS" News Files may now be obtained while in MEDLINE by entering
COMMAND in quotes, after any USER cue, the command "NEWS" and a

carriage return. Users must still log into Tymshare under
NLM4 through NLM4E to access the more specific news files,
e.g. COM PHONES, COM ELHILL, etc. Responses to user questions
will still be sent via the Tymshare network from MEDLARS
Management Section. If you are expecting a response from

MMS, please log in to the Tymshare News Files periodically.

COMPFILE The complement file to MEDLINE (the remaining journals in
MEDLARS) will be available to all users on Saturdays
from 12 noon - 3 pm (Eastern Time) until further notice.
Users of COMPFILE are able to search and receive postings
on-line, but all printing must be done off-line. The file
is accessed by logging into MEDLINE and entering in quotes
the command "FILE COMPFILE". A news file has been initiated
within the Tymshare system for news specific to COMPFILE.

Users must log into Tymshare under NIM4 through NIM4E and
enter COM COMPFILE.

"COMMENT" Users are requested not to use the "COMMENT" command while
in MEDLINE at SDC in California, as these messages will no
longer be received by MMS. 1If you wish to send a message to
MEDLARS Management Section, use the SEND MMS routine in
Tymshare or the 'COMMENT" command while in MEDLINE at NLM.
Only Pharmaceutical Mfrs. Assoc. should use the SDC ''COMMENT".

SEND MMS AND Users with Teletype or TWX terminals will be disconnected

RECEIVING from the Tymshare system when using the SEND MMS routine
MESSAGES - Mf a message is terminated with a Control D. The following
TELETYPE routine should be substituted for these terminals. Hold down

the Control key and the Shift key simultaneously and press
the letter N to terminate the message. If your terminal
will not permit you to hold down the Control key and the
Shift key at the same time, you may be able to use the
following procedure. Hold down the Control and ORIG keys
simultaneously and press the letter D to terminate your
message.

1f after logging into the Tymshare News Files (NLM4-NLM4E)
you begin to receive a message from MEDLARS Management
Section, immediately hold down the ORIG key until you begin
to receive the 'general news." This will delete the message
from the file after it has been printed and you will not be
disconnected. This problem should be corrected in the near
future.

SDILINE There is now the capability of searching on title words (TW)
of citations within the SDILINE file. You may search only
on single keywords within titles. Therefore, if you wish
to search on more than one word within a title you must AND
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the terms and include the Title Word qualifier, (IW), e.g.,
AIR (TW) AND POLLUTION (TW). If your term is a MeSH heading,
a subheading, or an author, and also appears in a title, you
will receive a multi-meaning message unless you specify the
category you wish searched, e.g. METABOLISM (MH), METABOLISM
(SH), or METABOLISM (TW).

The truncation symbol (#) may be used with these title words,
as with MeSH terms, authors, etc., to represent individual
characters within words or at the end of terms to represent
any right continuing string of characters.

BASE retrieves BATE, BARE, BASE, etc.

CEREBR# retrieves CEREBRUM, CEREBRAL, CEREBROSPINAL, etc.

MEDLARS /MEDLINE DATA BASE STATISTICS

JOURNAL TITLES CITATIONS

MEDLARS (Jan.'70 - Feb,'73) 2,202 701,264

MEDLINE (Jan.'70 - Feb,'73) 1,262 413,354

N

MEDLINE w/AIM Identifier 100 83,215

SDILINE (Feb. 1973) 2,202 17,178

NOTE:

The journal titles shown for MEDLARS represent the titles being
actively indexed as of February 1973. The journal count for
MEDLINE includes some titles that are no longer indexed but
which still have some citations in the data base.
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PUBLICIZING MEDLINE
Barbara Greehey
MEDLARS Management Section, NLM

In addition to the communications network which links users' terminals to the
computer, MEDLINE depends also on a less impersonal type of communication. This
is the process of informing the biomedical community about MEDLINE. Though it
frequently seems that MEDLINE advertises itself best through the enthusiasm of
a satisfied customer, other methods are being used by libraries to put MEDLINE
and potential users on familiar terms. These are described in the following.

For some the first introduction to MEDLINE may be in response to the question
"What is that" on seeing the terminal. Others begin with misconceptions and
want to use the system that supplies answers to any question, contains reprints

of journal articles, etc. Thus begins the education of the prospective MEDLINE
user,

Demonstrations of MEDLINE scheduled on the spot for individuals or long-planned,

formal demonstrations are a popular way of orienting people to MEDLINE. Out of
various approaches, the following offers one formula.

The prepared demonstration, geared to the interest of the audience, followed by
individual questions, time allowing, has certain advantages. Demonstrations
immediately thrown open to the first question from the audience tend to center
around a specific interest of one individual while a prepared demonstration,
based on the background of the group, may be of a greater interest to the group
as a whole. Also it avoids spending time floundering around with the vocabulary
before the group has even seen the system,

After a prepared demonstration, it 1s usually stimulating to the audience to be
able to ask their own questions. You might have copies of MeSH available so
that while you.are working on one person's question, another person may be
preparing his own. But a prepared demonstration first, illustrating the various
capabilities of MEDLINE, orients the group to the syastem itself before interest
is centered on awaiting output from a particular question,

Demonstrations for one individual should have a differemt approach and it is
usually better to encourage specific questions. In this more informal
atmosphere, it is easier to discuss the person's question and to be more
convincing if it is not suitable for MEDLINE.

Announcements, flyers, and write-ups in in-house newsletters are another way
libraries are using to announce MEDLINE services to particular communities.
These usually include concise information about the data base, the output, hours
of service, and how the user may request a search. Most libraries emphasize the
speed of the service. Some libraries report statistics, such as their number of
searches, what group is requesting searches, etc., in these publications. Up-
dated information on the number of citations, number of journals and date span
of the data base can be obtained each month from the Technical Bulletin.

Libraries have also devised other ways of publicizing MEDLINE. Indiana
University School of Medicine Library advertised "MEDLINE and the Author" in
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their newsletter. They suggest using MEDLINE for quick author bibliographies
in preparation for site visits, introducing guest lecturers, or background
reading before attending a lecture. University of Texas Health Sciences Center
Library at Dallas distributed bookmarks with information about MEDLINE. Some
libraries have packed up their terminals and have traveled with MEDLINE to
various locations within thelr state or region.

Lane Medical Library of Stanford University created a videotape presentation
which 1is used at times in combination with a live presentation. University of
Nebraska Medical Center Library has prepared a slide/tape cassette user
orientation. Both these have been described in earlier issues of the Technical
Bulletin and are cited below,

The following is presented as a partial bibliography of articles about MEDLINE
or AIM-TWX. Copies of articles might be kept on hand for those requiring
background information on MEDLINE.

Blase, Nancy G, An experimental cancer information service using AIM-TWX.
Bull Med Libr Assoc 60:115-20, Jan 72.

Feng, Cyril. Charging system for MEDLINE (University of Miami Medical School
Library). Lib Net/MEDLARS Tech Bull No. 43:7, Nov 72.

Green, Carolyn S. MEDLINE orientation at the University of Nebraska.
Lib Net/MEDLARS Tech Bull No. 41:5-6, Sep 72.

Katter, Robert V. and McCarn, Davis B. AIM-TWX=--an experimental on-line
bibliographic retrieval system. (In Walker, Donald E.,.ed. Interactive
bibliographic search: the user/computer interface. Proceedings of the
Workshop, "The User Interface for Interactive Search of Bibliographic Data
Bases'" held in Palo Alto, California, 1l4-15 January 1971. Montvale, N.J.,
AFIPS Press, 1971, p. 121-41)

Lancaster, F.W, Evaluation of on-line searching in MEDLARS (AIM-TWX) by
biomedical practitioners. Champaign, Illinois, University of Illinois,
Graduate School of Library Science, 1972. (Occasional Paper No. 101). 20 p.

McCarn, Davis B. Networks with emphasis on planning an on-line bibliographic
access system. JInf Stor Retr 7:271-9, Dec 71.

McCarn, Davis B. Plauning for on-line bibliographic access by the Lister Hill
National Center for Biomedical Communications. pBull Med Libr Assoc 58:303-10,
Jul 70.

Moll, Wilhelm, AIM-TWX service at the University of Virginia: a review and
evaluation. Bull Med Libr Assoc 59:458-62, Jul 71.

Moll, Wilhelm. Observations on the AIM-TWX service at the University of
Virginia Medical Library. Bull Med Libr Assoc 60:571-4, Oct 72.

Stangl, Peter. Spreading the word about MEDLINE. Lib Net/MEDLARS Tech Bull
No. 37:2-3, May 72.
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Van Camp, Ann., TWX network + Tymshare network + MEDLINE = Rapid transmission
to remote physicians. Lib Net/MEDLARS Tech Bull No. 41:2-3, Sep 72.

MEDLINE STATISTICS
OCTOBER - DECEMBER 1972
Leonard J. Baehlman
MEDLARS Management Section, NLM

On December 20th, all MEDLINE Centers were requested to record, for that day,
both the number of @ symbols entered indicating completed searches and an
estimate of the number of connect hours. These statistics, which were reported

to MEDLARS Management Section by the Centers,coincided with the computer generated
statistics produced at NLM.

The @ symbol is counted by the computer only if it is the first character of
input after a USER cue and is immediately followed by a carriage return. If
multiple @ symbols are entered on the same line, only the first @ symbol will
be counted. Please enter an @ symbol after each search, within the file in
which you were searching. Though it is preferable to enter an @ after each
search, you may enter the @ symbols at the end of your session if you have
forgotten. <You should then enter one @ symbol and carriage return per search
after each USER cue. '

In cases where there 1s line interference or when the user enters another
character preceding the @ symbol, the computer will not recognize and record

the @ symbol properly, end the user will receive a NO POSTINGS message instead
of a USER cue.
~\

In previous months, some users have reported discrepancies in the number of
@ symbols counted by the computer and the number of searches actually per-
formed at their Center. The MEDLINE statistical files have been changed

to reflect the figures reported from the MEDLINE Centers.

The cumulative MEDLINE statistical report (October - December) in this
issue of the Technical Bulletin also reflects the changes reported from
the Centers for these months.

In viewing the MEDLINE statistics, please note that Centers showing no usage
of the system are generally new users, who are not yet operational.



MEDLINE STATISTICS
OCTOBER =~ DECEMBER 1972

The statistical reporting period ends at close of business on the last Thursday
of each month. If your statistics differ greatly from these, please notify
MEDLARS Management Section. .
Col (1) = Number of @ symbols entered to denote completed searches (all files)
Col (2) = Number of off-line prints processed against MEDLINE file
Col (3) = Number of off-line prints processed against SDILINE file
Col (4) = Total number of comnect hours (all files)
Col (5) = Average number of minutes per search (conn hrs / @ sym)
These statistics do not reflect use of MEDLINE at SDC

MEDLINE CENTER 1)y @) @3 &) (5)

Region 1

BOSTON U SCH MED,.MED LIB 151 68 0 38.9 15,5
DARTMOUTH COL,.DANA BIOMED LIB 98 63 0 35.0 21,5
HARVARD U,.F COUNTWAY LIB 136 79 0 57.6 25.5
MASS GEN HOSP,.TREADWELL LIB 4 1 0 .9 13,5
TUFTS U..MED DENT LIB 1019 2 0 151.3 9.0
U CONN,.L M STOWE LIB 260 119 0 39.6 9.2
U MASS, ,MED SCH LIB 71 24 0 36.2 30.6
YALE U, . MED LIB 636 189 50 159.6 15.1
TOTAL FOR REGION 1 2375 545 50 519.1
Region 2

ALBANY MED COL 20 0 0 3.4 10.2
ALBERT EINSTEIN COL MED,..LIB 0 0 0 .0 .0
COL MED DENT NJ..LIB 1229 255 757 135.6 6.7
CORNELL U MED COLL,.LIB 358 74 3 57.5 9.7
ELLIS HOSP,.LIB 0 0 0 .0 .0
MED RES LIB BROOKLYN 120 12 2 21,5 10.8
NY ACAD MED,.NY NO NJ RML 249 169 0 43,6 10.6
SUNY ALBANY,..CENT OFF.COMPUTER CTIR 8 0 0 8.1 60.8
SUNY BUFFALO 0 0 0 .0 .0
SUNY STONY BROOK 0 0 0 .0 .0
TOTAL FOR REGION 2 1984 510 762 269.7

Region 3

COL PHYSICIANS PHILA,..LIB 238 9% 2 57.3 14.5
HAHNEMANN MED COL,.LIB 0 0 0 .0 .0
JEFFERSON MED COL,.LIB 37 18 0 15,7 25.5
PENNA STATE U,,HERSHEY MED CTR LIB 554 60 6 112,0 12,2
TEMPLE U, .,HEALTH SCI CTR LIB 381 104 0 86.3 13.6
U PENN, .SCH MED LIB 112 34 0 49,6 26,6
U PITTSBURGH, .FALK LIB 253 113 0 82.5 19.6
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V A HOSP ERIE PA,.LIB

TOTAL FOR REGION 3

Region 4

BOWMAN GRAY SCH MED,.LIB

BUR NARC DANG DRUGS, .DRUG CTRL DIV SCID
DUKE U SCH MED..,MED CTR LIB
ENVIRONMENT PROTECT AG 401 M ST SW DC
GEORGE WASHINGTON U HOSP..HOSP BR LIB
GEORGETOWN U MED CTR..DAHLGREN MEM LIB
HOWARD U, .MED DENT LIB

JOHNS HOPKINS U, ,WELCH MED LIB

JOINT MED LIB USA USAF,,OFF SURG GEN
NATL LIB MED,.MARML RM 152

NATL LIB MED,.RSD

NATL NAVAL MED CTR..STITT LIB & RES INST
NIH..DRG

NIH,.LIB

NIH,.NATL CANCER INST

NIH, .NIAMD

NIMH, NIMH LIB & HSMHA LIB
PHARMACEUTICAL MFR ASSN

U MARYLAND BALTIMORE, .HEALTH SCI LIB

U NC..HEALTH SCI LIB

U § GOVT

U VA, ,MED SCH LIB

V A CTRL OFF 810 VERMONT AVE NW DC

V A HOSP DC..LIB

WALTER REED ARMY MED CTR,.GEN HOSP LIB
WASHINGTON JOSPITAL CTR..MED LIB

WVA U,.,MED CTR LIB

TOTAL FOR REGION 4
Region 5

CASE WEST RES U,.CLEVELAND HEALTH SCI LIB
ENVIRONMENT PROTECT AG CINCINNATI
HARPER HOSP..DEPT LIB

HENRY FORD HOSP

MED COL OHIO TOLEDO,.LIB

MICH STATE U,.SCI LIB

OHIO STATE U COL MED,..HEALTH CTR LIB

U CINCINNATI,.MED CTR LIB

U DETROIT,,.SCH DENT LIB

U KY,.MED CTR LIB

U LOUISVILLE,.KORNHAUSER HEALTH SCI LIB
U MICH,.MED CTR LIB

WAYNE STATE U,,.SHIFFMAN MED LIB
WILLIAM BEAUMONT HOSP..MED LIB

(1)
83

1658

191
16
225

450
292

14
254

77
604
731
312
177
985
120

22

77

52
628
194
153
465

89
323
292
192
157

7097

142
258

198

89
251
604
531

241
371
278
117

14
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(2) 3) (4) (5)
29 0 10.6 7.7
452 8 414.0
56 2 13.4 4.3
2 0 5.3 19.9
93 0 48.5 13.0
0 0 2.0 24,0
14 0 127.6 17.1
41 0 76.7 15.8
1 0 12.6 54,0
48 0 95.8 22,7
49 2 16.9 13,2
364 18 163.5 16.3
149 0 294.8 24,2
70 0 59.3 11.5
12 0 43,3 14,7
419 70 175.9 10.8
28 6 30.0 15.0
5 1 10.6 29.0
92 1 27.2 21,2
10 0 13.9 16.1
173 0 193.6 18.5
109 1 24,6 7.7
59 2 35.7 14.0
109 1 103.1 13.4
36 1, 25.4 17.2
30 3 55.8 10.4
36 0 84.9 17.5
8 0 21,7 6.8
42 0 41,9 16,1
2055 108 1804.0
29 0 37.8 16.0
58 5i 51.5 12.0
0 0. 40 12,0
9 0 25.4 7.7
40 0 25.1 17.0
110 0 82.8 19.8
33 0 83.5 8.3
174 o 99.5 11.3
0 0 .0 .0
122 1 22,2 5.6
98 0 85.1 13.8
138 34 58.6 12,7
123 13 59.6 30.6
0 0 6.7 28.8



TOTAL FOR REGION 5
Region 6

EMORY U,.A W CALHOUN MED LIB
MED U SC..LIB

TOXICOLOGY INF RESPONSE CTR,,BIOL DIV
U ALA,,.LISTER HILL CTR HEALTH SCI

U FLA,,J H MILLER HEALTH CTR LIB
U MIAMI,.L CALDER MEM LIB

U MISS MED CTR..ROWLAND MED LIB
U SOUTH FLORIDA,.MED CTR LIB

U TENN, ,MED UNITS LIB

V A HOSP DECATUR GA.,LIBRARY
VANDERBILT U..SCH MED LIB

TOTAL FOR REGION 6
Region 7

AMER MED ASSOC.,ARCHIVE LIB
IND ‘U..SCH MED LIB

JOHN CRERAR LIB

LUTHERAN GEN HOSP, .LIB

MAYO FOUND, ,MAYO CLINIC LIB
MED COL WIS,.MED DENT LIB
SOUTHERN ILL U,.SCH MED LIB
U CHICAGO.,.BILLINGS HOSP LIB
U ILL MED CTR.,LIB HEALTH SCI
U ILL,.ROCKFORD SCH MED LIB
U IOWA.,MED LIB

U MINN, ,BIOMED LIB

U WISC,..MIDDLETON MED LIB

V A HOSP WOOD WISC

TOTAL FOR REGION 7

Region 8

CREIGHTON U..HEALTH SCI LIB

ST LUKES HOSPITAL..LIB

U- COLO, ,DENISON MEM LIB

U KANS, ,CLENDENING MED LIB

U MO COLUMBIA..MED LIB

U MO KANSAS CITY..SCH MED LIB
U NEBR.,MIDCONTINENTAL RML PROG
U UTAH.,ECCLES MED SCI LIB

V A HOSP LINCOLN NB,,.LIB
WASHINGTON U,.SCH MED LIB

TOTAL FOR REGION 8

263
206

83
545
108
267

19

314
17

1906

442
388
166
164
228

23

155

305
682
748
208

3581

169
161
416
303
133
506
385

99

20
633

2825

(2)
934

32
27
97
79

30

90

40
23
14

436

14
28
74

59
32
22
0
252
328
22

920
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103.8
69.1
59.4
33.2
36.3

5.8

27.0
23.5

54.5
116.0
92.7
45.7

667.9

24.6
19.0
81.3
51.5
28.4
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