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NETWORK ACTIVITIES
November 1971
Dan Tonkery, Network Management Staff, NLM

MEDLARS Searches

Statistics from domestic MEDLARS Centers indicate that 1,257 gearches were
released during November. Exclusive of AIM-TWX activities, the Fiscal Year
1972 cumulation of released searches totals 6,394,

MEDLARS Searches Released in November

FY 1970 1,076
FY 1971 1,423
FY 1972 1,257

ORIENTATION PROGRAMS

Date Type of Orientation Presented At Presented By

11/02/71 AIM-TWX San Fernando Valley A. Durso
State College, Phy- P. Hanson
sical therapy students
from UCLA

11/08/71 MEDLARS, MEDLINE,

11/10/71 and AIM-TWX University of Wash- D. Des Chene

01/15/72 ington Nursing School N. Blase
faculty & students

11/18/71 MEDLARS & AIM-TWX UCLA - School of A. Durso
Public Health J. Boorkman

11/23/71 MEDLARS The Center for the R. Marcolina

Advancement of Library-
~Information Sciences,
Grad. Div. of C.U.N.Y.
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR MEDLARS CENTERS FOR NOVEMBER 1971
MEDLARS Mandgement Section, NLM
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The table below, which includes only a few important items from each Center's

monthly report,

gives a summary of the searching performance at each of the
MEDLARS Centers around the world:

MEDLARS DEMAND SEARCHING FOR NOVEMBER 1971

Period: 10/29 - 11/25/71
Scarches | Recurring) Citations Percentage Scarches Relcascd
Released | Demand | Retrieved | by Calendar Days
Searches| Excluding| Searches | Per Searc v
Center Refected] RDS's | Released | Month 0-15 Days | ! 0-20 pays
Cur- | Back {To- ' Cur- | Back | To-
rent | File |tal !'| rent File | tal
'UNITED STATES i}
{_aAlabama 15 114 12 6.7 69.4 | 33.3166.6 1 92.7 | 33.3[91.1
| _Colgrado A [ 13 | 3.6 9.0 | 60.0] 91.0; 100,0 [100.0[100.0
Crerar 4 60 3 5.6 80.3 | 50,0 78.3:1 98,2 | 75.0] 96.6
Harvard T% rgfér 14 9.9 48.0] 67.0148.0} | 73.0 1100.0] 74.0°
higan 121 5.5 40.31 0 140,31 67,21 0 |67.2
"\,,.York 28 — 30 6 — 6.4 20.0 [ 0 120.0/] 33.3 | 0 |33.3
NIH —0 61 44 7.1 88.0 [100.0] 88.6/ | 93.0 | 0 | 93.5
NLM~MARML kvl 232 18 | 3.9 78.7 | 75.01 78,5 | 89.2 100.0] 89.7
NLM-MMS 0 2% 5 | 13.0 96.0 | 100.0] 96.0/:100.0 | - ]100.0
ohio 30 92 P{ry J’T'T 50,0 | 0 |42.9),] 92.2 |100.0] 92.%
Philadelphia 6 6l 9 9,81 50,7 1 60,0] 50.7
|_DMA kY 46 247 10,0 1100,0 _89. 93,5~  [100,0[100.C
' Texas 13 124 37 1'% ] 100, 0 0 J100,0% - 0 -
~_UCLA [¥i 116 40 5,9 51,8 {100.0| 53,5/ 79.5{ - [ 80.2
|_Washington 45 56 kN bk 80.0 | 33.0] 77.0|, 91.0 |100.0] 91.C
' TOTALS 252 1257 704 NA 67.4 | 66.7] 67.4%] 85,4 | 92,5] 85.6
; *Texss «1007% 6~10 daye .
| FOREIGN
" Australia Agg_ 97 29 7,2 86.1 7144% 5&:5)3 96,2 9 9.,§
__canada 0 23 30 *ﬁg_s Q 12,4 | 57,9 47, ¢
England NA NA_ NA NA NA | NA /i NA F—Q'N 1 NA
Francc (INSERM 2 63 450 6.5 NA NA_ | 85.0' | NA NA_ | 100.(
- _Cermany(DIMDI)} 1 27 1 _NA_ NA NA | NA 1 NA NA ) 12.¢
" Japan(JICST) NA NA NA _NA NA NA .| NA NA
Sweden 0 228 428 8,2 83.7] 25.0] 78.5;t 93.8] 30.0| 88.2
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TITLE SEARCHING ON AIM-TWX
Barbara Greehey
MEDLARS Management Section, NLM

An explanation of the Title Search capability has been distributed to AIM-TWX
users. The following illustration is intended to clarify some points, par-
ticularly the weight factors.

Ss 1/¢c?
USER: MYCOBACTERIUM INFECTIONS

PROG: PSTG (153) —>» maximum allowed is 200

If higher than 200 you can limit by year and
search in segments or specify "print headings"
(e.g. *Mycobacterium Infections).

8s 2/c?

USER: "TITLE" ———————> Alternatives: "TIRCH"
"TIRCH x"
"TITLE SEARCH USING x"
(x=search statement number - 1if
search statement number is not
gspecified, the last search will
be used)

PROG: 153 TITLES OBTAINED FOR SEARCH STATEMENT 1

ENTER YOUR TITLE TO USE FOR THE TITLE SEARCH r__———will retrieve aquarium,

aquaria, etc.
USER: (MYCOBACTERIUM MARI‘PM) IN A FISH AQUAR#:}—end title with period

parens indicate that these

PROG: YOUR TITLE IS NOW: words should appear to-
gether in the title and

MYCOBACTERIUM MARINUM /FISH /AQUAR# in the same order as en=
tered within the parens

PROG: OK (YES /NO/CANCEL) Alternatives: Y or N or C'

USER: YES

PROG: TITLE SEARCHING HAS STARTED, PLEASE STAND BY.
0 PROCESSED

10 PROCESSED

20 PROCESSED

etc.

PROG: TITLE SEARCH FINISHED. ENTER WEIGHTS FOR ORDERING PRINTOUT
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The number of articles retrieved will be the same
regardless of the weights that you enter. If you

are not concerned with the printout order you might
routinely type in a set of numbers such as 9,0,0.

The score that 1is derived and which orders the

printout is the result of a multiplication/addition
process using the weight factors that you have entered

and those listed below each title.
USER: 7,1,1
PROG: 6 TITLE QUALIFY

STARTING SORT - PLEASE WAIT.

PROG: THE TITLES ARE AS FOLLOWS, ACCORDING TO THEIR SCORES

TITLE

TROPICAL (FISHJ[AQUARIUMS]. A SOURCE OF MYCOBACTERIUM MARINUM INFECTIONS|

RESEMBLING SPOROTRICHOSIS

(SCORE=2233 _«(SIZE=3) ORDER=1 PROPORTION=33)

3 terms in this title match 3 in requested title

SKIN INFECTION WITH|MYCOBACTERIUM MARINUM(FROM A TROPICAL [FISH] TANK.
@RK_‘EPE

PROPORTION=25)

(SCORE=1625 SIZE=2

the words fall in the same position within the

retrieved title as those in the requested title
resulting in a higher order number than the first

title, where the position is reversed

MYCOBACTERIA FROM |[AQUARIAL,

(SCORE=820 SIZE=1 ORDER=1 PROPORTION=20) )

the number of matches (1) is divided by the
sum of unique terms in the requested and
the retrieved titles (5) to produce a pro-
portion of 20
prints out 5 then asks:

PROG: CONTINUE (YES/NO)

USER: NO

PROG: ENTER NEW WEIGHT FACTORS, THE WORD 'DONE' TO TERMINATE TITLE

SEARCHING, OR YOUR NEW TITLE.

USER: DONE

PROG: SPECIFY (ON-LINE/OFF-LINE/NONE)
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USER: ON-LINE

AU - ADAMS RM

AU - REMINGTON JS

AU - STEINBERG J

AU - SEIBERT JS

TI - TROPICAL FISH AQUARIUMS. A SOURCE OF MYCOBACTERIUM MARINUM INFECTIONS
RESEMBLING SPOROTRICHOSIS.

SO - JAMA 211 457-61 19 JAN 70

etc.

In the example above emphasis was placed on size which is useful when you
wish a number of terms to appear in the same title. In this case one would
probably prefer to see first an article on Mycobacterium marinum in an aquar-
ium rather than Mycobacterium marinum in a swimming pool which would also be
retrieved by the title as requested. Thus, you might wish to use a routine
set of weights such as 9.0.0. Note that prepositions, articles, etc., are
ignored as can be seen by the title that you are asked to OK.

Most often you will probably be searching only one term and the weight
factors will assume little importance. Weight factors are not very sig-
nificant either when searching synonymous terms or a number of similar
terms at the same time. Multiple terms may be entered in a variety of
ways such as the following three examples:

Snowmobile/ski Bike motorcycle Hydrophilic or soft
Weight factors can assume significance when the title search retrieval is

large and the user wishes only a few titles printed in an order related to
the particular search request.

Truncation (#) is very useful as a means of handling a variety of word
endings but it should be remembered that truncation cannot be used with-
in a parens and that it may also bring terms unrelated to your request.

Note: Weights are assigned: size, proportion, order even though the
Printout shows: size, order, proportion.
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IMPROVEMENTS MADE IN INTERLIBRARY LOAN SERVICE
Sheldon Kotzin
Acting Head, Loan and Stack Section, NLM

Recent efforts to improve the NLM's interlibrary loan service have concen-
trated in two areas: (1) the reduction of missing items, and (2) faster
notification of requests which cannot be filled at NLM,

Reduction of Missing Items

A title of a monograph or issue of a serial identified in the catalog or
serial record (or various serial indices) as being owned by NLM but not
located, constitutes a migsing issue. These represent about 307 of the
items returncd to requesters as non-avalilable. The remainder of non-
availables include items at the bindery, on order, in processing, on
reference, and not owned.

For the 4th Quarter, FY 71 (the earliest quarter for which we have statis-
ties. on missing items) 4.4% or 1,529 of 36,087 requests received were
returned as missing. The percentage increased to 4.7%, or 1,671 of 36,412
requests for the lst Quarter, FY 72 this slight increase probably was
caused by the increase in requests received. The trend for the 2nd Quarter
of this Fiscal Year indicates a reduction in the number of requests re-
turned as missing which may be due to the gap filling project.

During the past few months, the Loan and Stack and Serial Record Sections
of NLM have joined in a project to replace missing serial issues. The
primary goal of the project is the acquisition of journal issues missing
from the collection which are needed to fill present ILL requests. A
secondary goal is the acquisition of items requested in the past, but
which were reported missing and could not be supplied. An ancillary
effect of the program has been to recognize and order complete runs of
titles not owned.

A third party in this project is the U. S. Book Exchange, a private non-
government corporation which operates as a clearinghouse by accepting and
distributing publications to libraries throughout the world. When the

Loan and Stack Section receives an ILL request for a journal article which
cannot be filled because the journal issue i1s missing, the requester is sent
a notification of short-term non-availability and asked to resubmit his re-
quest in two weeks. Immediately, a Xerox copy of the request is sent to the
Serial Records Section which places orders with the Book Exchange. Our agree-
ment calls for a one-week turn-around time in filling orders. Statistics
avallable indicate that out of the 350 journal issues requested from the
Book Exchange, 107 (over 30%) were supplied.

In addition to replacing issues noted as missing in current ILL requests, NLM
has begun to examine all unfilled requests received during the last year for
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serial articles dating back to 1955. Those issues still found to be missing
will be ordered. 1In addition, the 5,000 titles included in the national
holdings list are being checked and any existing gaps will be filled. The
Serial Record Section has filled over 4,000 gaps in NLM holdings exclusive
of ILL requests. It expects to expand its gap-filling sources to include
several reprint companies outside the Washington area for those items which
the Book Exchange cannot supply. The outlook for reducing the number of ILL
requests returned as missing is even brighter.

Improvement in Releasing Fewer Non-available Requests

As a result of the above efforts, not only will there be fewer non-available
items, but there will also be an accompanying faster notification of requests
which cannot be filled.

The following three charts compare total non-availables, those for requests
received from the Mid-Atlantic Region, and those for referrals from RML's
for 1st Quarter of Fiscal Year 72 and the Fiscal Year 71 cumulation. As
the accompanying charts indicate, our release time for notifying the re-
questing library on non-availability has improved tremendously. With the
increase in gap-filling activity and more referrals going from NLM to RML's,
non-avallables should decrease enabling us to improve throughput even more.
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KWIC INDEX TO SERIAL TITLES HELD AT THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE
William Plank
Head, Scrial Record & Binding Section, NLM

The National Library of Medicine is planning to produce a pilot issue of
a Key-Word-in-Context Index to approximately 15,000 of its live serial
titles. The list probably will be in a two-column photocomposed format
with the key word printed in boldface type and each title will be ac~
companied by the UCMP scquence number. Common title words, e.g., journal
proceedings, etc., will not be key words in the listing; the list of stop
words will be similar to the Countway KWIC index.

UPDATES TO MESH MATERIALS

1. ERRATA TO: TREE STRUCTURES 1972

Page 70 Change: POLYCHRONDITIS, RELAPSING C3.65.35

To: POLYCHONDRITIS, RELAPSING C3.65.35
Page 152 Change: ORGANOTHIOPHORUS COMPOUNDS D2.83.30

To: ORGANTHIOPHOSPHORUS COMPOUNDS D2.83.30
Page 163 Change: ORGANOTHIOPHORUS COMPOUNDS D3.121.33.1

To: ORGANOTHIOPHOSPHORUS COMPOUNDS D3.121.33.1
Page 224 Change: LEG LENGTHING E4.51.23.1

To: LEG LENGTHENING E4.51.23.1



LIBRARY NETWORK/MEDLARS TECHNICAL BULLETIN - DECEMBER 1971

Page 11

MEDLINE OFF-LINE PRINTOUTS

A total of 106 MEDLINE off-line printouts were requested by the following
ingtitutions:

CENTER
College of Physicians
George Washington University
Johns Hopkins University
MARML
National Library of Medicine
New York Academy
University of Alabama
University of Virginia

Walter Reed

QTY. OF PRINTOUTS

1

6

5

44

25

10

5

TOTAL 106

Off-line printouts are mailed from NLM on the same day requested or the

morning following.

I1f your printout is not received within one week

following the request, to allow for mail delivery, please contact
Mrs. Grace T. Jenkins, MEDLARS Management Section, National Library of
(301-496-6193 - collect calls not accepted).

Medicine.
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NETWORK ACTIVITIES
October 1971
Dan Tonkery, Network Management Staff, NLM

MEDLARS Searches

Statistics from domestic MEDLARS Centers indicate that 1,102 searches
were released during October. Exclusive of AIM-TWX activity, the Fiscal
Year 1972 cumulation of relcased searches totals 5,137. This month's
total released searches is 33.2% less than the total of last October.

MEDLARS Searches Released in October

FY 1970 1,372
FY 1971 1,650
FY 1972 1,102

ORIENTATION PROGRAMS

Date Type of Orientation Presented At Presented By
September 29 MEDLARS Overviews and University of A. Nevill
NSL Tape Services British Columbia,
Vancouver
September 30 MEDLARS Overviews and University of Cal~ A. Nevill

October 1

October 7

October 7

NSL Tape Services

MEDLARS Overviews and
NSL Tape Services

MEDLARS Overviews and
NSL Tape Services

MEDLARS & AIM-TWX

gary, Calgary

University of Sas- A. Nevill
katchewan, Saskatoon

University of A. Nevill
Alberta, Edmonton

V. A. Hospital, B. Beamish

Long Beach, Calif.
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Date Type of Orientation Presented At Presented By

October 8 MEDLARS & AIM-TWX UCLA School of A. Durso
Nursing J. Boorkman

October 15 MEDLARS & AIM-TWX UCLA School of A. Durso
Nursing J. Boorkman

NIM Serial Title KWIC List

A KWIC list has been generated from the first group of NLM titles converted
to the UCMP format by the Medical Library Center of New York. Included in
this group were the titles being indexed in Index Medicus in 1969 (ca. 2,300)
plus about the same number of other titles currently received at NIM, pri-
marily from the beginning of the alphabet. Each Regional Medical Library
has received a copy of the listing and has been asked to help in the review
and to submit their comments before a final listing is produced.

NLM Card Service - Selective Orders

Under the Selective Ordering Service, a service provided by Bro-Dart, Inc.,
you may submit orders for individual card sets produced by the National
Library of Medicine since June 1, 1971, Orders for cards produced prior
to June 1 cannot be filled. Cards are reproduced by xerography.

A. Card Set Format

1. NLM Standard
2. Without Headings Overprinted; Without Call Number Brought Up
3. Added Entries Overprinted; Without Subject Headings. Over-~
printed: Without Call Number Brought Up
a. Type Subject Headings at an additional charge of
$ .25 per set
4. Call Number Brought Up; Without Headings Overprinted

B. Prices (For best service the NLM citation number should be
provided)

1. With Citation Number Provided by the Purchaser:
English-Language Books . . . . . . . . . . . $ .70 per
Foreign-Language Books . . . . « « . « « . . 1.25 per

2. Without Citation Number:
English-Language Books . . . . . . . . . . . $ .83 per
Foreign-Language Books . . . . . . . . . . . $1.40 per

set
set

set
set
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Card sets can be ordered using card order part of standard
library book order forms, or a card order form suggested by
the NIM Card Service. Form and mailing envelopes are avail-
able free of charge on request.

C. Scrip. Payment by scrip issued by NLM Card Service. Scrip
books are available as follows:

Denomination Coupons per Book Price
$ .70 50 $35.00
$ .85 50 $42.50
$1.25 25 $31.25

Direct all correspondence to:

Director

NLM Card Servicae

Bro=-Part, Inc.

15255 East Don Julian Road

City of Industry, California 91747

TEN LARGEST AIM-TWX USERS
September 1971

User Terminal Connect Minutes
National Library of Medicine 5,824
University of California, Los Angeles 4,331
Walter Reed Army Institute of Research : 2,233
George Washington University Hospital

Branch Library 2,169
Rancho Los Amigos Hospital, Downey, Calif. 1,926
University of California, San Diego, School

of Medicine Library 1,832
Ohio State University College of Medicine 1,209
National Institutes of Health Library,

Clinical Center 1,075
Veterans Administration Hospital Library,

Washington, D. C. 999

University of Virginia School of Medicine
Library 889






