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NETWORK ACTIVITIES
November 1970

Sheldon Kotzin, Network Management Staff, NLM

RML Grants

The operations and services of the Kentucky-Ohio-Mlchlgan RML were recently
reviewed by an evaluation team on a visit to Wayne State University. An
evaluation is usually scheduled approximately 15 to 18 months after an RML
becomes operational, and KOM is the fifth region to be evaluated.

Network Planning

The Third RML Directors' Meeting was held in Detroit on November 5th and 6th.
These meetings, convened semi-annually, enable RML directors and NLM staff to
review activities and plan future operations of the Network. Dr. Vern Pings,
Director of the Kentucky-Ohio-Michigan RML, and his staff hosted the meeting.
A copy of the agenda follows.

Agenda for RML Directors' Meeting
Detroit, November 5-6, 1970

Chairman: Dr. Joseph Lelter

Welcome and discussion of arrangements for
attendees

Review of morning agenda: Introduction of
Dr. Schoolman

Overview of RML programs; a fresh look at pro-
gram goals and methods

Contract and grant mechanisms, under the new
Act: purpose, legal basis, NLM plans for
phasing-ln, administration

Chairman: Dr. Leroy Langley

Review of afternoon agenda

Evaluation of Regional Medical Libraries:
Introduction
Critique of Procedure and Results

Dr. Vern Pings

Dr. Joseph Leiter

Dr. Harold Schoolman

Dr. Harold Schoolman
Dr. Leroy Langley
Dr. Joseph Lelter

Dr. Leroy Ldngley

Mr. Gerald Oppenheimi
Mr. Richard Davis
Mr. Elliot Morse
Mr. Harold Bloomquist
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Dr. Harold Schoolman

Mr. Arthur Broering
Mr. Samuel Waters

Miss Louise Darling

Dr. Joseph Lelter

Dr. Leroy Langley
Mr. Arthur Broering

Mr. Samuel Waters

Mr. Gerald Oppenheimer

Mr. Samuel Waters

Data collection needs and resources

Union Book or Card Catalogs

Designated Libraries

Chairman: Dr. Joseph Leiter

Review of remaining agenda

Medical Library Resource Grants and the RML
Program

National index to regional union lists:
format, referral, channels, distribution of
index

Telecommunications linkage to Federal systems:
government permissions and technical problems

Status of Williams & Wilklns suit; other copy-
right considerations

General discussion

Discussion and Definition of Problems for
next Meeting

Training

MAR Workshop

1. Approximately 20 persons attended a workshop on hospital library service for
Mid-Atlantic Region library personnel which was held at the National Library of
Medicine on November 16. Staff members of the Reference Section of NLM planned
and hosted the training session. Attendees were mainly from hospitals in the
Washington, D.C. area and nearby Maryland counties.

2. Speakers included guests from the Bowman Gray School of Medicine (Winston-
Salem, North Carolina), the Veterans Administration Central Office Library, the
Sinai Hospital Library (Baltimore), the Metropolitan Washington Regional Medical
Program, and staff members of various divisions cf NLM. Among topics discussed
were medical terminology, the basic hospital library, reference activities, local,
regional, and national sources of assistance, interlibrary loan, and citation
verification.

Veterans Administration Librarians Visit NLM

A group of 25 senior medical librarians from Veterans Administration hospitals
throughout the United States visited NLM on November 20, 1970. The librarians
were briefed by NLM staff members on procedures for processing MEDLARS searches
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and interlibrary loan requests, and were given a presentation on training pro-
grams developed at the Library. Procedures for machine searching using the ex-
perimental AIM-TWX were also demonstrated.

Reminder

When reporting quarterly interlibrary loan statistics, please include quotas
established for determining the number of loans from requesting libraries reim-
bursable from RML funds. The quota unit should be defined to indicate if it is
based on the number of requests, the number of loans filled, or the number of
exposures made.

Developing Sampling Techniques

Libraries interested in developing sampling techniques and procedures for ran-
dom sampling for use in statistical reporting may wish to secure a copy of a
report prepared by Dr. Nick Thomopoulos for the Midwest Regional Medical Li-
brary. The paper, entitled "Selecting the Sample Size When Estimating Propor-
tions," explains a method for determining the size of a sample which guarantees
a 957. confidence level with a precision of plus or minus 57.. A chart, based on
a Midwest RML quarterly report, could be applied directly to the ILL Quarterly
Statistical Report form, matching the size of the population to the estimated
proportion of the population for each item, and providing the sample size. The
study has been issued by the Midwest Regional Medical Library as Special Report
MRML - SR-2.



&
1g
W

4̂J
•H
> o
•i-i r-.
4-1 ON

3~
hi

d.8M §
•O 4J
oi a

•O 0)
g en
3
I
d •*»S •"•
3 3

"-»
•o
E
cd

|

fj

8

g
PH
H

W
CO

3
1

2
52

§

0d

^C

g
u

g
55
pq

i
^
cj
r-4

Q Z
O 4C
p- J

pH

^J

Cd CO

J
O fe
CJ O

O

<

i
DM

JC
^355

vO
O

ON

ON
»j
p-4

in"

co
CM

^
00

CM

O
oo

A

m

CO

00
A

O
i-i

vO
CM

vo"
i-l

vO
ON
i-l

M

ON

co

In
A

I-l

I-l

în

CM•-i

o
m
vO

9t

ON
i-l

co
u
CO
0)
3 •O

ll
01

••H 0
3 O I

06
o
H

B-S S^ >•? B"S
ON Cj ^fr PO
ON p^ vp Q^

H r* »̂ ° H
oo CM ro m
ON ON i/̂  vO

H g-i (sg f5
^^ ^O ^f 00
ON oO C^ ON

6*5 k4 frS &*£
ON ^D ^^ ON
ON OO IT> r**

B*5 ft*S j««S g<«S
o m <s o
o o CM in

8 S 8 8
ON r^ 00 ON

£? *•* H J*oo t"* r^ r»
ON rs. oo ON

!~S S~S B-S g-Z
^J vO CM ^D
ON 00 r^ ON

*"* *"* S S
ON 00 ON O

1— 1

S«! »>8 frS frt
\o ««̂  r** \&
ON 00 ^ 00

6"«£ ^4 ĵ S g^S
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MEDLARS ORIENTATION PROGRAMS

Date Presented at Attendees

11/4 University of Washington, Seattle-- . 23
Nursing Students and Faculty

11/5 University of Washington, Seattle-- 46
Nursing Students and Faculty

11/6 University of Miami--Health Professional 49
Users and Librarians

11/18 Hines Veterans Administration Research
Institute, Hines, Illinois--Health Pro-
fessional Users

11/18 University of Connecticut Health Sciences
Library, Hartford—Health Professional
Users

11/19 University of Connecticut Health Sciences
Library, Hartford--Health Professional
Librarians

11/20 University of North Dakota, Grand Forks -- 15
Health Professional Users and Librarians

11/21 University of North Dakota, Grand Forks -- 75
Health Professional Users

Memorial University, St. John's, New-
found land --Health Professional Librarians
and Users

Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia—
Health Professional Librarians and Users

Acadla University, Wolfville, Nova Scotia--
Health Professional Librarians and Users

State University of New York at Albany--
Library School Students

Area III California RMP (Part of PSRML work- 25
shop)--Health Professional Users

Presented by

N. Blase

N. Blase

F. Johnson
K. Jones

M. Doherty

M. Ford
S. Woodford

F. Solomon
S. Woodford

M. Doherty
C. Green

M. Doherty
C. Green

A. Nevill

A. Nevill

A. Nevill

M. Ford

P. Hanson
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Pate Presented at Attendees

Area III California RMP (Part of PSRML 46
workshop)--Health Professional Users

City of Hope Hospital, Duarte, California-- 30
Health Professional Users and Librarians

U.S. Naval Hospital, Long Beach—Health 30
Professional Users

University of Southern California, Los 50
Angeles--Library School Students

Presented by

P. Hanson

B. Beamish

B. Beamish

A. Durso
B. Beamish

REQUESTS FOR EXCEPTIONS TO ESTABLISHED QUOTAS
Albert M. Berkowltz

Acting Deputy Associate Director for Library Operations, NLM

A number of regions have established limits on interlibrary loan service to li-
braries in their region. The question has been raised concerning exceptions
to such quotas for interlibrary loans, whether In the original or by photocopy,
In support of contracts, including contracts with the Federal Government.

It must be presumed that such contracts include funds for purchasing the material
necessary for satisfying contract demands. NLM does not intend that exceptions
should be considered for providing material for this purpose above established
quotas, supported by RML funds. In order to avoid subsequent misunderstanding,
as contractors who require material in support of contracts are identified, RMLs
may wish to notify them that an exception to established quotas for free inter-
library loan service cannot be entertained.
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR MEDLARS CENTERS FOR NOVEMBER 1970
Constantine J. Glllesple

MEDLARS Management Section, NLM

The table below, which includes only a few important items from each center's
monthly report, gives a summary of the searching performance at each of the
MEDLARS centers around the world:

MEDLARS DEMAND SEARCHING FOR NOVEMBER 1970
Period: 10/30 - 11/26/70

Center

UNITED STATES
Alabama
Colorado
Crerar
Harvard
Michigan
New York
NIH
NLM-MARML
NLM-MMS
Ohio
Philadelphia
PMA
Texas
UCLA
Washington

FOREIGN
Australia
Canada
England
France (INSERM)
Germany (DIMDI)
Japan (JICST)
Sweden

Searches
Rejected

9
1
5
16
4
4
2
11
9
10
1
1
13
20
3

0
4
2
2

NA
NA

— —

Searches
Released
Excluding
RDS's

119
80
39
72
113
33
42
151
87
213
42
46
170
140
76

78
36
164
154
NA
NA
132

Recurring
Demand
Searches
Released

6
30
1
16
24
0
0
5
18
119
8

232
13
0
1

0
0

130
0

NA
NA
1187

Citations
Retrieved
Per Search

Month

NA
4.9
5.5
7.9
4.5
5.4
4.0
5.1
4.0
5.1
8.5
9.8
6.4
5.5
7.3

4.8
9.5
NA
3.7
NA
NA
7.4

Percentage Searches Released
By Calendar Days

0-15 days 0-20 days

56.3
84.0
12.8
10.0
23.9
3.0
48.0
37.7
43.0
93.9
9.5
49.9
100.0
10.7

—

91.0
11.1
82.1
28.0
NA
NA
9.1

75.6
100.0
25. t
21.0
68.9
15.0
72.0
62.9
67.0
100.0
40.4
100.0

30.0
50.0

100.0
38.9
86.2
70.0
NA
NA
18.2

Computer requirements for year-end processing resulted in increased through-put
times for searches processed at NLM. (Although 18 percent fewer searches were
processed by NLM during November than during October, the number still represents
an increase of 17 percent over those processed during September.) Since mid-
November, when Texas assumed part of NLM's processing load, the situation has
begun to improve; the swing to more acceptable through-put will be completed
when NLM's year-end processing has been accomplished.


